Hagadah Shel Pesach Shiur - Alei Tzion 5777 / 2017

1. Why is there no bracha for the mitzvah of Sipur Yetziat Mitzrayim?

Chatam Sofer (R’ Moshe Sofer — 18th century / Hungary)
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Maaseh Yedei Yotzer (R’ Shlomo Kluger — 19t century — Galicia)
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2. The 4 expressions of redemption
Tiferet Yisrael — Pesachim 10:1 (R’ Gedalia Lipshutz — 19tk century / Poland)
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Kolbo (R’ Aharon ben Yaakov Ha-Cohen - 14tk century / France)
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3. The “Simanim” of the Seder
R’ Moshe Alshich (End of Sidra Bo) (16th century — Tzfat)
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4 . Why 2 invitations — noo'1 'm" x7 73 201 'n* '3 7T '

Cheshev Sofer

Y5 WRT A Tt nd M TN2T WY NOT NAWR nDeM
am T0T L9 mw pooT WIY  NART TR NDUND
IR LY Y32 NaAn Mmwd
Y mm axnT »IT omnt ,wnnb
x50 v Tor R O,0M2T W

WHY  annw mTayh T X
WO nTwRY oYM NR,0IZN2
o™y X1PY 0% pan a2 b e
mene 0T RINW AR BN ,amvob nrapn msbmn vsbn Tn omby
bs> TmR won nYIRy Nl WpPrnw ,TYWH 01,72 ,670 mp opbd ()
JI0DM Ny TMxT o7 vEy PPy) DUWIDNT 12ANOW M

on% XIP1 0T NIDNT (or wNopN 3

R oMEPa MaYwn o

M3 P W AW ,5Dd
(B Db » BT D75 pyT BbY)



5. Why 4 questions?

Simchat Ha-Regel (R’ Chaim David Azulai — 18th century / Jerusalem)
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Rav J B Soloveitchik (The Seder Night — An Exalted Evening)

81w 12089 The form of narration in the Haggadah avails itself of dialogue: one
person asks and another responds. It is necessary to dramatize this narration
because God reveals Himself to man if and when the latter searches for Him.
If one does not inquire, if one expects God to reveal Himself without making
an all-out effort to find Him, one will never meet God. “But from there you
will seek the Lord and you shall find Him, if you search after Him with all your
heart and all your soul” (Deut. 4:29).

Nachmanides, in his comments on the verse “His habitation you shall seek
and there you shall come” (Deut. 12:5), says: “You should come to Me from
distant lands, and you should keep inquiring where is the road leading to

Godss habitation” The searching for the sanctuary, the curiosity to know the
location of the sanctuary, is itself redeeming and sanctifying! The curiosity
hallows the pilgrimage and makes it meaningful. If one does not search for
God, if a Jew does not keep in mind where is the road leading to the Temple,
then he or she will never find the Temple.

On the first night of Pesah, we tell the story of a long search by man for God,
of God responding to the inquisitive search, of God taking man, who longs for
Him, into His embrace. At the Seder, we try to stimulate the naive curio sity of
the children and thereby make them God-searchers. The quest for God, along
with the acceptance of the commandments, is the true spiritual liberation.

(Festival of Freedom)



6. Why the firstborn?

Rav J B Soloveitchik - Siach Ha-Grid
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7. Rabban Gamliel — Pesach, Matzah & Marror

Maaseh Nisim (R’ Yaakov Loberbaum of Lissa — 18th century)
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