MAGIC SHOWS — A HALACHIC ANALYSIS
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Mishnah. A maddiah is one who says, 'let us go and serve idols'. A sorcerer, if he actually performs

magic, is liable [to death]. But not if he merely createsillusions. R. Akiba said in R. Joshua's name:

of two who gather cucumbers [by magic] one may be punished and the other exempt: he who
really gathers them is punished: whilst he who produces an illusion is exempt.
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Abaye said: The laws of sorcerers are like those of the Sabbath: certain actions are punished by
stoning, some are exempt from punishment, yet forbidden, whilst others are entirely permitted.
Thus: if one actually performs magic, he is stoned; if he merely creates an illusion, he is exempt,
yet it is forbidden; whilst what is entirely permitted? — Such as was performed by R. Hanina and
R. Oshaia, who spent every Sabbath eve in studying the Laws of Creation, by means of which they
created a third-grown calf and ate it.
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